RESEARCH CONFIRMS NEW MEXICANS
WANT BALANCE AND CAUTION ON
NATIONAL PUBLIC LANDS

WHAT MOST NEW MEXICANS SAY ABOUT OIL &
GAS ON NATIONAL PUBLIC LANDS - KEY
POLLING STATS:

Polling results with an asterisk (*) are findings from the Conservation in the West poll conducted by New Bridge Strategy
between January 3-17, 2025. All other findings are the results of the National Wildlife Federation poll conducted by New Bridge
Strategy March 27 - April 10, 2025 in CO, MT, NV, NM, ND, SD, UT, and WY of N=400 registered voters in each state, via telephone
(cell phones and landlines) and online.



https://www.coloradocollege.edu/other/stateoftherockies/conservationinthewest/2025.html
https://www.nwf.org/Home/Latest-News/Press-Releases/2025/5-5-2025-Westerners-Oppose-Oil-and-Gas-Leasing-Changes#:~:text=DENVER%20%E2%80%94%20Westerners%20overwhelmingly%20oppose%20congressional,new%20poll%20released%20by%20the
https://www.nwf.org/~/media/Documents/PDFs/Press-Releases/2025/CO-Oil-and-Gas-Poll
https://www.nwf.org/~/media/Documents/PDFs/Press-Releases/2025/MT-Oil-and-Gas-Poll
https://www.nwf.org/~/media/Documents/PDFs/Press-Releases/2025/NV-Oil-and-Gas-Poll
https://www.nwf.org/~/media/Documents/PDFs/Press-Releases/2025/NM-Oil-and-Gas-Poll
https://www.nwf.org/~/media/Documents/PDFs/Press-Releases/2025/ND-Oil-and-Gas-Poll
https://www.nwf.org/~/media/Documents/PDFs/Press-Releases/2025/SD-Oil-and-Gas-Poll
https://www.nwf.org/~/media/Documents/PDFs/Press-Releases/2025/UT-Oil-and-Gas-Poll
https://www.nwf.org/~/media/Documents/PDFs/Press-Releases/2025/WY-Oil-and-Gas-Poll
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HIGH-LEVEL MESSAGES THAT RESONATE WITH
NEW MEXICANS

As appropriate for your organization, here are research-supported, high-
level messages that resonate with New Mexicans and help tap into the
overwhelming support demonstrated by the above:
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Public Interest:

When land is leased to oil and gas companies, it can limit
other uses of that land, including hunting, fishing, viewing
wildlife, riding ATVs, and other recreation activities. We need to
ensure the broader public interest is represented in all
decisions about how national public lands are used so that
future generations of Americans can enjoy them as we do
today.

Protecting Farms, Ranches, and Private Lands:
Increasing oil and gas development will not just affect
national public lands, but also farms, ranches and nearby
communities. The government has indicated that it may take
private land through eminent domain to complete oil and gas
pipelines. We need to not only protect our national public
lands, but nearby communities’ and landowners’ rights as
well.
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TALKING TO NEW MEXICANS ABOUT OUR

POLICY PRIORITIES

This is how you can apply the above messaging when you're talking to New

Mexicans about oil and gas policies:

Agency Flexibility:

If local community members, sportsmen,
farmers and ranchers, or other
stakeholders raise concerns about oil
and gas impacts — especially on wildlife,
drinking water, or other critical resources
— federal agencies should consider those
concerns before deciding whether to
lease to oil and gas companies.

Fees and Royalty Rates:
Taxpayers have lost out on billions
of dollars in revenue from the oil
and gas industry’s development on
our national public lands. We should
not cut the royalty rate or any other
fees that have been put in place to
protect taxpayers and fund our
schools, roads, and hospitals.

Oil and Gas Potential:

Oil and gas companies should not
have unlimited access to national
public lands, particularly where oil
and gas development is highly
speculative and not likely to actually
occur. Oil and gas drilling on national
public lands should be restricted to
areas where there is a high likelihood
to actually produce oil and gas, while
other public lands should be
prioritized for other uses like
recreation and cattle grazing.

Public Participation:

When it comes to leasing our national
public lands to oil and gas companies,
we need to be cautious, allow
adequate public input, and avoid
risking critical resources like drinking
water and threatened wildlife habitat.
We must not reduce the review process
or eliminate opportunities for nearby
communities and local residents to
give input regarding decisions about
what takes place on national public
lands.




